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These courses are open to all interested 
in recording wildlife and are intended 
to help recorders improve their existing 
recording skills, learn new ones and 
share their expertise.  

There is usually a small charge to 
help contribute to the running of the 
workshops. However we trust that you 
find this represents good value for money 
and the workshops are worthwhile in 
assisting your recording efforts.

To book on any of these workshops, please 
visit Eventbrite: http://erccisworkshops.
eventbrite.com. You will be sent further 
details about the workshop nearer the 
event confirming the venue, meeting 
times and detailing what to bring.  

If you require transport to or from the 
workshops or would like to car share 
please let us know and we will try and 
help. 

If you would like further information 
on any of the workshops, on getting 
involved in biological recording or on 
the work of your Environmental Records 
Centre, please contact Nic Harrison-
White at the Wildlife Information 
Service on (01872) 302254.
We always welcome suggestions for 
future workshops or field trips; remember 
these training events are for you!

Front page: Veteran Oak by Philip Precey

Listed below are the workshops organised by the 
Environmental Records Centre for Cornwall and the Isles 
of Scilly (ERCCIS) in spring and summer.   

http://erccisworkshops.eventbrite.com
http://erccisworkshops.eventbrite.com


Riverfly Monitoring 
Training Day
Cost  Free

Level Beginner

The Angler’s Riverfly Monitoring Initiative 
(ARMI) was launched by the Riverfly 
Partnership in 2007 to enable anglers 
and other interested groups to actively 
monitor and protect their local rivers. It 
helps rivers to be monitored more widely 
and at greater frequency than is possible 
by the Environment Agency alone. 

The ARMI monitoring technique involves 
pairs of volunteers taking 3-minute 
kick samples from the river bed each 
month, and recording the presence 
and abundance of eight pollution-
sensitive invertebrate groups. The 
focus of the sampling is on ‘riverflies’ 
- mayflies, stoneflies and caddisflies. 
These invertebrates are very sensitive 
to pollution and are therefore good 
indicators of water quality; changes in 
species abundance may be the first sign 
of a pollution problem. If invertebrate 
numbers drop below expected levels 
the Environment Agency are informed 
and will take action to investigate the 
suspected pollution incident. The Riverfly 
data held by each river group will also 
allow for long-term changes to be 
identified, and the regular presence of 
volunteers on the river will discourage 
potential polluters.

We have been running several workshops 
throughout the county with the aim of 
introducing new volunteers to this scheme. This 
year, we will run a training day at:

Sunday 22nd March: Launceston

Booking is essential. Call or email Nic Harrison-
White at the Records Centre Wildlife Information 
Service on (01872) 302254.
nic@cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk



Ladybirds

While Ladybirds have always been very popular, they are not always easy to identify. This 
workshop will cover the range of species likely to be found in Cornwall – over 30 species 
are currently known – introduce recorders to their identification and discuss their habitat 
associations and how to find them. Participants will be provided with a copy of an identification 
key and coached in its use.  This will be supported by a practical search to find ladybirds in 
their habitats. (Photo credit: Steve Jones)

Date Monday 6th April 2020

Location Cornwall College, Newquay

Leader Keith Alexander

Cost  See Pricing under 'How to Book'

Level Beginner to intermediate

Ancient Trees
Date Thursday 23rd April 2020 

Location  Trelissick, nr Truro

Leader Tim Kellett

Cost  FREE (see below)

Level Beginner

Tim Kellett from the Ancient Tree Forum introduces 
us to the fascinating world of ancient and veteran 
trees, including their biodiversity and ecology, how 
their structure changes as they age, and their cultural 
importance. We will spend some time in the grounds 
of the estate and show you how to record these trees 
on the Ancient Tree Inventory. This workshop is being 
funded by the Alexanda Recorders Fund. We anticipate this will be a very popular workshop 
so please book early to avoid disappointment. Free spaces are available to Cornwall recorders 
only; we are unable to offer spaces to commercial or government organisations.



The Alexanda Recorders Fund
The Alexanda Recorders Fund was 
established in December 2015 in 
memory of Walter Alexanda Marsh by 
his daughter. 

During his lifetime Walter was 
passionate about wildlife dedicating 
much of his life to outdoor pursuits. He 
was a keen member of a local wildlife 
group where, being particularly fond of 
wetlands, he liked nothing better than 
visiting Allet bog at Cornwall Wildlife 
Trust’s Five Acres Nature Reserve.

The fund is available for individuals and small wildlife conservation volunteer 
groups or charities that will make their research and wildlife records available to 
the wider wildlife conservation sector and for The Environmental Records Centre 
for Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly (ERCCIS) for the purpose of recorder support 
projects or public awareness projects.

Overall aim of fund
To support recording, conservation research and public awareness projects that 
will sustain, enhance, restore and recreate sites of ecological value in Cornwall 
to ensure sustainable, wildlife-rich ecosystems on land, in fresh water and on 
and around the coast.

The fund makes monies available to individuals and small wildlife conservation 
volunteer groups or charities that will make their research and wildlife records 
available to the wider wildlife conservation sector. Monies from the fund will be 
granted for wildlife recording activity or wildlife conservation research and for 
projects that raise public awareness. When the study has been completed the 
Alexanda Recorders Fund would like to receive a report of the work undertaken 
and findings.

For more information about the Alexanda Recording Fund, including eligibility 
criteria and how to apply, please go to:
http://erccis.org.uk/AlexandaRecordersFund

http://erccis.org.uk/AlexandaRecordersFund


Ancient Woodland Indicators

Some species of woodland ground flora require hundreds of years to become well established, 
so their presence becomes an indicator of the woodland's longevity. In this workshop we take 
a look at the species in Cornwall which can be used as ancient woodland indicators and learn 
how to identify them. This will include a practical session in Devichoys Wood.

Date Tuesday 19th May 2020

Location Ponsanooth, Truro

Leader Derek Green

Cost  See Pricing under 'How to Book'

Level Beginner

Starfish and Urchins

In this workshop we will focus on the echinoderms that are found on the Cornish coast. 
These radially symmetrical species include starfish, sea urchins and sea cucumbers. After an 
introductory classroom session we will go down to the shore to see what we can find.

Date Friday 5th June 2020

Location  Falmouth Marine School

Leader Heather Buttivant

Cost  See Pricing under 'How to Book'

Level Beginner to Intermediate



In this workshop we delve into the family Apiaceae, commonly known as the Umbellifers, 
which have a cluster of many small flowers stemming from a single point. These flowers can 
appear very similar to each other and may pose difficulty for the beginner. In this workshop 
we break down the defining characteristics and coach you in how to identify these flowers to 
species level.

Mosses and Liverworts on Trees

Date  Monday 15th June 2020

Location  Cabilla and Redrice Woods,         
  nr Bodmin

Leader Roy Jeffery

Cost  See Pricing under 'How to Book'

Level Beginner to intermediate

After our introductory workshop on Mosses and 
Liverworts last year, we return to the subject to focus on 

Umbellifers

Date Friday 3rd July 2020

Location  Cornwall Wildlife Trust HQ, Allet

Leader Derek Green

Cost  See Pricing under 'How to Book'

Level Intermediate

‘epiphytic bryophytes’ – those that grow on trees and other sturdy plants. Complete beginners are 
welcome along with those who attended last year’s workshop. By the end of this workshop, you will 
know what to look for in identifying a moss or liverwort, and be able to recognise some of the most 
common and distinctive species that grow on trees.



Grasses, Sedges and Rushes

The aim of this workshop is to differentiate the species of grasses, sedges and rushes found 
in Cornwall. We will look at how to separate the three groups, recognise the structures and 
diagnostic features and identify the species you are most likely to come across. This workshop 
is being funded by the Alexanda Recorders Fund. We anticipate this will be a very popular 
workshop so please book early to avoid disappointment. Free spaces are available to Cornwall 
recorders only; we are unable to offer spaces to commercial or government organisations.

Date Wednesday 15th July 2020

Location Gwithian Green, nr Hayle

Leader Derek Green

Cost  FREE (see below)

Level Beginner to intermediate

Beginner's Guide to Lichens

are many common species which can be easily identified once you know what 
to look for. Cornwall is also home to many rare and in some cases bizarre species. 
This workshop is for complete beginners. Maxine will guide you in deciphering the structure 
of a lichen and split them into identifiable groups, making them easier to determine the 
genus or species.

Date Tuesday 4th August 2020

Location  Calstock

Leader Maxine Putnam

Cost  See Pricing under 'How to Book'

Level Beginner

Lichens come in a vast array of shapes and 
colours. Though daunting at first, there 



SHARE YOUR 
WILDLIFE SIGHTINGS

www.orks.org.uk

Your records will help improve our 
understandng of the natural history 
of Cornwall and the Ises of Scilly 
and will also be used in decision-
making, management, education 
and research contributing to 
wildlife conservation.

ERCCIS supports wildlife recording 
in Cornwall & the Isles of Scilly and 
has made it even easier for you to 
submit, store, share and expore 
wildlife records of species and 
places of interest. Sign up to ORKS 
and give it a try.



HOW TO BOOK
PRICING
Unless otherwise stated, all workshops 
follow the rates given below. The 
commercial rate applies to anyone 
working for and attending on behalf of a 
commercial or government organisation. 
The standard rate applies to all others, 
including recorders, students and 
people working for a charitable NGO.
Prices include VAT:
Commercial Rate: £72
Standard Rate: £35

PAYMENT
If posting a booking form, cheques may 
be made payable to the Cornwall Wildlife 
Trust. Please contact us for information 
on alternative payment methods.

CONTACT
If you would like further information 
on any of the workshops, or would 
be interested in leading a workshop 
yourself, please contact Nic Harrison-
White at the Wildlife Information Service 
on (01872) 302254.
You can also check our website and 
Facebook group for updates:

www.erccis.org.uk/WIS/Workshops

Facebook Group: ERCCIS Workshops

Facebook Page: ERCCIS

The easiest way to book on to 
our workshops is via Eventbrite. 
Follow the link here: 
http://erccisworkshops.eventbrite.com

Alternatively, please fill out the booking 
form and post it with your payment to:
FAO Nic Harrison-White
ERCCIS
c/o Cornwall Wildlife Trust
Five Acres
Allet
Truro
Cornwall
TR4 9DJ

We will contact you to confirm your 
booking and email more information on 
the workshop closer to the event. Contact 
us if you would like to check availability 
and make a provisional booking prior to 
sending your form. You can also check 
our website and Facebook page where 
we will post updates about availability.

CANCELLATION AND REFUNDS
If you are no longer able to attend, 
please let us know at least two weeks 
prior to the workshop in order to receive 
a refund. If you book via Eventbrite, we 
can offer a refund up to seven days prior 
to the workshop.

http://www.erccis.org.uk/WIS/Workshops
http://www.facebook.com/groups/463756903671457/
https://www.facebook.com/erccis
http://erccisworkshops.eventbrite.com


Please tick if you would like to be added to our emailing list to receive:
You can unsubscribe at any time via the footer of news emails you receive from ERCCIS

ERCCIS Newsletter

ERCCIS Workshop News

ERCCIS Biological Recording Workshops and 
Field Trips Booking Form
The easiest way to book on to our workshops is via Eventbrite. 
Follow the link here: http://erccisworkshops.eventbrite.com

Alternatively, please fill out the form below and return in to us with your payment.
Unless otherwise stated these workshops are £72 (£60 + VAT) if you are working for 
a commercial or government organisation, or £35 for recorders, students and people 
working for a charitable NGO.  Please ask at ERCCIS if you are unsure.

Please tick if you are happy to have your email address shared with other attendees living 
nearby for the purpose of car sharing

We will treat your personal information with respect, and will never give your details to a third party without your 
expressed permission. We will hold the details you have provided for the sole purpose of administering the ERCCIS 
workshops. Your details will be stored and managed as per  our privacy practices which can be viewed on the ERCCIS 
website - http://erccis.org.uk/AboutUs/Policies 

Name   

(Organisation)

Your Address 

Postcode Your contact telephone number (mobile preferred)         

Comments 

Email address 

http://erccisworkshops.eventbrite.com
http://http://erccis.org.uk/AboutUs/Policies


Riverfly Free Training Day, Launceston
Sunday 22nd March 2020  

Ladybirds
Monday 6th April 2020   

Ancient Trees (Free)
Thursday 23rd April 2020  

Ancient Woodland Indicators
Tuesday 19th May 2020

Starfish and Urchins
Friday 5th June 2020   

Mosses and Liverworts on Trees
Monday 15th June 2020 

Umbellifers
Friday 3rd July 2020   

Grasses, Sedges and Rushes (Free)
Wednesday 15th July 2020  

Beginner's Guide to Lichens
Tuesday 4th August 2020  

If you are happy to be contacted by Cornwall Wildlife Trust about conservation work, membership, fundraising 
and other Trust activities, please tick the relevant box(es) below. To find out how we use & protect your personal 
data, please read our Privacy Policy:  www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-tc

 ALL          POST          EMAIL           E-NEWSLETTER            TELEPHONE           TEXT

http://www.cornwallwildlifetrust.org.uk/privacy-policy-and-tc
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